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I will begin by telling you that Traveler’s Rest is the only scientifically proven Lewis and Clark campsite in

the country. But the history of the place the Salish call Tmsmli goes back thousands of years.

Our Associations has had a strong and productive partnership with FWP and we hope it will continue for
many years. House Bill 167 is the result of a Task Force created in 2007 at the direction of then FWP
Director Jeff Hagener. At that time, both the Travelers’ Rest Preservation-and Heritage Association
(Association) and FWP recognized that the current maﬁagement structure at Travelers’ Rest State Park
was not sustainable. While our Association is able and willing to raise funds for education and
interpretive programming, we are unable to generate sufficient funds from the private sector to pay for
-day to operating and management costs. The consensus of this group was that the best course for the
~future of this national historic treasure was to have Montana State Parks assume the responsibility for
day to day management and operations at Travelers’ Rest State Park. After all, this is something they do
for 50 of the 51 parks in the Montana State Parks System. By changing our partnership, we could utilize
the strengths of the two organizations. With FWP managing the lands and facilities, the Association will
be able to focus on our mission of providing high quality, place-based education and interpretation to

thousands of visitors and students each year.

About that time we were approached by our neighbors and longtime supporters Bill and Ramona Holt
with the opportunity of lifetime. On land adjacent to the Park, Mr. and Mrs. Holt have completed
construction of a visitor center and a 10,000 square foot museum complete with a collection of exhibits
and artifacts. They would now like to donate the building, the collection and the land under and
adjacent to the building to FWP as part of Travelers’ Rest State Park. It is a wonderfully magnanimous

gesture on the part of these lifelong collectors of Montana history who are looking to create a legacy for




Travelers’ Rest and the Lolo community. It is clear that this donation would immediately make
Travelers’ Rest a destination for residents and visitors alike, it is also obvious to all of us involved —
including the Holts and FWP - that our local non-profit Association cannot possibly manage, maintain

AND interpret this addition to our National Historic Landmark and State Park.

We understand these are trying economic times for Montanans and Americans. But we also believe in
the power of this ancient place to inspire future generations of Montanans to care about their culture
and history. And we do not come to the table empty handed. Over the past seven years, our
Association has invested approximately $1.5 million in the operation, development and interpretation of
Travelers’ Rest. Should HB 167 pass, we intend to continue to spend $100,000 or more each year to
provide the programming that is the hallmark of any visit to Travelers’ Rest State Park. We are also
blessed with an incredible corps of volunteers, some of whom you will hear from in a few minutes. Each
year, they donate in-kind contributions of time and services in excess of $50,000 — a number we expect
to increase dramatically with the addition of a year round facility and increased visitation. Additionally,
while the appraisals of the vast collections from the Holts are still being completed, there is no doubt
that the value of their potential donation will be in excess of $1 million. HB 167 asks for $280,000 for
the next biennium — an amount to be matched by at least $1.3 million in private contributions. | don’t
know any investor who would turn down a 4:1 return on their money in any economic situation.
According to economic impact estimates developed during park planning, a fully functional Travelers’
Rest, complete with museum, visitor center and year round programming would generate

approximately $3 million dollars per year in revenues for businesses across the Glacier Country region.

I would like to share with you what has happened at Travelers’ Rest over the past couple of weeks. For
the past 6 years we have held a Winter Storytelling Series, continuing the tradition of the plateau tribes
such as the Salish and Nez Perce. We’ve considered the series a success when we’ve drawn an average
of 25-30 people to the programs. An exceptional day was 40 and the most we had attend a program in
the first 5 years was about 60. We began our 6™ series a couple of weeks ago, but this year we asked
the Holts if we might hold the programs in the museum as a way to showcase the opportunity offered to

Montanans. Simply by holding the series in this new facility — complete with flush toilets, seats with

backs and a heating system - we have tripled our previous average attendance. This facility legitimizes




the importance of this national historic site and elevates it to a destination for locals and cultural

tourists around the globe.

I am proud of the work we do at Travelers’ Rest. We have taken 15 acres, a house and garage and in
less than 8 years created a 40 acre park that embraces the history of Montana back to before a group of
weary travelers chose to camp on the banks of a stream Meriwether Lewis called “Travellers Rest.”
Using professional educators we have developed curriculum that draw more than 3,000 students each
year — students that come not only from Lolo and Missoula, but from the length of the Bitterroot Valley,
the Clark Fork and Mission valleys, and from such places as Dallas, Texas and Washington, DC.
However, our Association cannot continue to foot the bill for management and operations of the site. If
HB 167 fails, we will be forced to relegate operations to FWP sometime in the very near future, which
will mean that FWP will need to fund maintenance and operations of this site at the expense of other
parks in the system. Without this funding, this national historic treasure will become nbthing more than
another wayside along Montana’s highways. But with your help, Travelers’ Rest can become a place to
touch, taste and hear history. A place where people can learn about their culture and others; a place
where students from across Montana can feel what is was like for Lewis and Clark 200 years ago —and

the Salish people 2000 years ago. A place of pride for all Montanans. Please support HB 167. Thank

you.
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